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Mayor launches London’s
summer of cycling
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Mayor of London Boris
Johnson has launched a
‘summer of cycling’ to
encourage people across the
Capital to dust down their
bikes and get pedalling.

Over the coming weeks, the
Mayor and Transport for London
(TfL) will be promoting cycling
through a range of innovative
events and the ongoing ‘You're
better off by bike’ campaign.

The aim is to encourage existing
cyclists to use their bikes more
regularly, and promote cycling
to the estimated .| million
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Londoners who have access to a
bike but don’t use it.

Launching the campaign, the
Mayor said: ‘I'm challenging all
Londoners who have bicycles
languishing in the shed or

garage to dig them out, dust off
the cobwebs, and re-acquaint
themselves with one of the most
glorious ways of getting about.

‘There are so many reasons to
dust off your bike this summer —
it's a great way to get fit, it saves
you money, and it’s good for the
environment.

For those who still need some
encouragement, on 7 September

the Tour of Britain will bring the
spectacle of professional cycling
back to the Capital following the
success of last year’s Tour de
France Grand Départ.

Two weeks later, Londoners of
all ages can experience the joys
of cycling themselves when the
summer campaign culminates in
the Sky Sports London Freewheel
on 2| September (see page 3

for more).

For further information
about cycling, including cycle
training, bike maintenance
advice and cycle maps, visit
tfl.gov.uk

Inside « £25 Congestion Charge scrapped ¢ Crossrail go ahead * Freewheel in London * Tram revamp begins

MAYOR OF LONDON

Transport for London




-

Top 10 hit for DLR link

The Dockland’s Light Railway
extension to London City
Airport has ranked among the |10
best airport links in the world,
according to the July edition of
subscription-based magazine,
The Business Traveller.

The magazine noted that, after
the link opened in 2005, the
airport’s popularity took a
‘quantum leap’. It now has the
highest proportion of passengers
travelling to and from any airport
in the UK.

Running from Canning Town to
King George V station at North

Woolwich, via the airport, the
extension is also a vital link in
London’s transport plans for
the London 2012 Olympic and
Paralympic Games.

Fast fact

A reduction in car and taxi
trips to the airport has led

to an estimated annual saving
of more than |56 tonnes

of carbon dioxide (CO2)
emissions, according to a
2006 report by business
consultancy Innovacion.

Plans for £25 charge scrapped

Owners of large family cars will
not have to pay £25 to drive in
the Congestion Charging Zone
after plans were scrapped by
Mayor Boris Johnson.

He has also ended proposals
which would have allowed some
low emission cars to drive in the
Zone for free.

He said: ‘My commitment to
making the Congestion Charge
fairer and more effective for
Londoners is well known. | am
delighted that we have been able

to scrap the £25 charge, which
would have hit families and small
businesses hardest.’

The decision means that the
discount for alternative fuel
vehicles will remain in place and
the existing Congestion Charge
is unaffected.

The Mayor has also announced
that a public consultation on the
future of the western extension
of the Congestion Charge Zone
will begin in early September.

During the five-week
consultation, TfL will be hoping
to hear from local residents,
retailers and businesses within,
or on the borders of, the
extension. People will be able to
request a leaflet which outlines
the options and contains

a questionnaire.

Information on the consultation
will be made available at
tfl.gov.uk nearer the time.

The website will also host an
electronic version of

the questionnaire.

Bakerloo line changes benefit thousands

Over the past couple of months,
more than 7,000 Tube passengers
travelling to and from northwest
London have benefited from
improvements to the Bakerloo
line timetable.

The changes, which came into
effect in May, mean that all
trains that used to terminate at
Willesden Junction now continue
on to Stonebridge Park.

In addition, the first train on
weekdays, which used to start
at Queen’s Park, now begins
at Stonebridge Park, serving an
additional four stations.

Stonebridge Park was one of | |
Silverlink stations that transferred
to LU last year.




Crossrail given go ahead m
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Crossrail, the largest
addition to the transport
network in London and the
South East for more than
50 years, has completed its
path through Parliament,
with the Crossrail Bill
receiving Royal Assent on
22 July.

Following the Prime Minister’s
announcement last October
that a £16bn funding package
had been secured for the
construction of Crossrail,

Parliamentary approval of the Bill
means that the project is on track
to be operational for passengers
in 2017. It will mean more
capacity and faster journeys, as
well as a £36bn boost to the
wider UK economy.

Crossrail will relieve congestion
on existing Tube and rail lines
and will increase the capacity
of London’s public transport
network by 10 per cent. It will
bring an additional [.5 million
people within 60 minutes
commuting distance of the
Capital’s key business districts.

The line will run | | 8km from
Maidenhead and Heathrow in

the west, through tunnels under
central London — with new
stations at Paddington, Bond
Street, Tottenham Court Road,
Farringdon, Liverpool Street,
Whitechapel, Isle of Dogs (Canary
Wharf) — then out to Shenfield
and Abbey Wood in the east.

The Crossrail Act grants powers
to acquire land and for Crossrail
to be built. Enabling works will
take place next year, with main
construction works set to begin
in 2010.

Bond Street west entrance,
proposed ticket hall

Freewheeling in the Capital

Thousands of people will
descend on a car-free city next
month when this year’s Sky News
London Freewheel takes place.

Central London roads will be
closed to allow people of all ages
to enjoy a carnival atmosphere

as they ride past the Tower

of London, the Houses of
Parliament, the London Eye,
Trafalgar Square and

Buckingham Palace

The event will include 20 local
led rides, supported by the
London Cycling Campaign, so
less confident cyclists can be
escorted by experienced riders
as they make their way from the
outer boroughs to four main
hubs across the city.

The hubs will act as meeting
points for local cyclists to
congregate then join led rides
into the car-free central London
zone. They will be located

at Highbury Fields, Clapham
Common, Victoria Park and
Ravenscourt Park.

On the day, participants

will be able to enjoy roving
entertainment including mobile
music, cycling angels and
jugglers. A shorter route will also
be made available for those who
are less able to complete the
whole course.

The 2007 London Freewheel
saw more than 38,000 bikes
descend on the city’s streets. To
register for this year’s event, visit
www.londonfreewheel.com It is
free and open to everyone, but
participants must register before
taking part.



Tram revamp now underway

Croydon Tramlink has seen the
first in a series of improvements
following its acquisition by TfL.

Frequency has been increased
on the Beckenham Junction and
Elmers End routes, with trams
now running every |5 minutes
in the evenings and on Sundays.
Previously, there was a 30
minute wait.

lan Brown, Managing Director of
London Rail, said: “We are also

working on a number of other
upgrades, including refurbishing
trams and stops and improving
policing on the network.’

Fast fact

TfL bought Tramlink Croydon
Ltd on 28 June. A survey by
TfL just before the takeover
found that 28 per cent of
passengers wanted the trams
to run more often.

Works will deliver improvement to

Overground service

Engineering works by Network
Rail will be carried out on part
of the London Overground
network in September, which
will lead to improved services
for passengers.

The work, which includes
upgrading tracks, strengthening
bridges and widening a tunnel,
will enable more efficient routing
of both freight and passenger

For more information

services at points where the

two share tracks. This will enable
TfL to run a better and more
reliable service.

The works will continue until
mid-November and will lead

to short-term closures of the
following sections:

*  Gospel Oak to Willesden
Junction line from |
September - |7 November

*  Gospel Oak to Barking line
from [-29 September

* Gospel Oak to Camden Road
from 22-29 September

TfL will provide replacement
buses and an alternative rail
service during the works. More
information will be available
nearer the time.

Mayor sparks an
electric drive

Mayor Boris Johnson has
announced ambitious plans
to reduce CO2 emissions
by boosting the number of
electric cars in the Capital.

It is currently estimated that
1,000 electric vehicles are used
regularly in London. However,
the Mayor wants to make it
easier for drivers to choose

the environmentally friendly
alternative and has unveiled plans
to provide another 100 charging
locations across the city.

In addition, he is keen to
encourage London’s boroughs
to reduce parking charges for
electric cars. An Electric Vehicle
Partnership for London will also
be created to encourage the

car industry to accelerate the
delivery of new technology and
increase the level of support for
the Capital’s electric car drivers.

Ground-based transport
accounts for 22 per cent of
London’s CO2 emissions. As

part of the drive to cut the
Capital’s carbon, electric vehicles
are exempt from the Congestion
Charge. Transport for London

has also helped the boroughs

to fund the introduction of
charging points.

Further details are available from: Group Government & Stakeholder Relations,
Transport for London, Windsor House, 42-50 Victoria Street, London SWIH OTL.
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