
 
            PCO Notice  22/08 

 

 
 

Transport for London Act 2008 
London Taxis – ‘On Street’ Unfit Notice 

 
 
Further to PCO Notice 17/08 issued on 14 July 2008 that summarised the 
provisions of the Act as they affect London taxis, this notice specifically deals 
with section 16 of this Act. 
 
Section 16 amends section 2 of the London Hackney Carriage Act 1853 to 
allow TfL to serve an unfit notice on the driver as well as the proprietor of a cab 
found to be unfit preventing the cab being used until it is repaired. 
 
An unfit notice means that, with immediate effect, the vehicle cannot be used 
for hire and reward purposes until the notice is cleared.  If the vehicle is used in 
contravention of the notice, then the vehicle licence can be suspended. 
 
This provision came into force on 22 July 2008.   
 
Where serious and safety related defects are found, unfit notices will be issued 
directly to drivers, taking immediate effect. In other words, the vehicle is unfit 
for public use and the defects must be rectified before being used for hire and 
reward purposes. Serious defects would include tyres, steering, suspension, 
brakes, extensive accident damage, absence of road tax and insurance.  
Safety related items include: - seat belts, carriage seats insecure or damaged, 
rear carriage grab handles insecure or damaged, door locks inoperative. 
 
Where only minor defects are found, an unfit notice will be issued to the 
licensee by post in the usual way.   
 
Attached is a copy of the ‘on-street’ unfit notice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Dave Stock  
29 July 2008  Head of Service Delivery  
For previous PCO Notices visit tfl.gov.uk/pco 
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